Welcome to this presentation by a synergistic partnership

X a— Benoit Allanic, Mercia Waring, a——_
eesemssssmmm  Scographer & Town Planner, Anthropologist, E—
= MA (Paris I, Sorbonne), MA cum laude NN
=R VB  ooresentative of CRIAA (Rhodes University, =t VA
I n South Africa Grahamstown)

CRIAA SA-DC

In association with

INNOVATIVE SCIENTIFIC PERSPECTIVES
IMNOAYLIAE 2CIENIIEIC bEBRLECLIAER
OUR LEITMOTIFS

 Nothing stays the same ... therefore socioeconomic research needstant reality
checks via hand®n fieldwork. Too much research is desktop amopdown
oriented.

 Independence from the intellectual comfo#ones of truebeliever scientific cults.



NORM: SASOCIOECONOMIC RES EARCH

VERSUS

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PARADIGM
ORTHODOXIES & PREORDAINED
POLICY FRAMEWORKS

DESKTOP SURVEY OF PRIOR
RESEARCH

DATA COLLECTION FROM
POLICY MAKING & OTHER
INTERVENING TORDOWN
SOURCES

QUESTIONNAIRE DESIGNED IN
ACCORDANCEWITH1, 2, 3

FIELDWORK SURVEY

FINDINGS

INNOVATIVE SCIENTIFIC PERSPECTIVES

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM-EXISTING
PARADIGMS & POLICY FRAMEWORKS
ACKNOWLEDGED

PRELIMINARY FIELDWORK VIA
UNSTRUCTURED INTENSIVE
PARTICIPANT-OBSERVATION TO
OBTAIN REALITY CHECK ON
EXISTING PARADIGMS

ANALYSIS OF FIELDWORK FINDING S
& THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING
RESEARCH /POLICY/OTHER
INTERVENING VARIABLES

EXTENDED FIELDWORK PLANNING,
INCORPORATING QUESTIONNAIRE
AND OTHER METHODOLOGICAL
TOOLS TO QUANTIFY DATA

FIELDWORK SURVEY

FINDINGS






2- Providing relevant stakeholders with the
findings of such research in order to
Promote paradigm shifts appropriate to
evolving South Africa socioeconomic
realities.

3- Critical evaluation of current

development policies and
programmes.
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Benoit Allanic is a geographer and
development planner. He has been
involved in the imple mentation of
several urban development and social
housing projects in South Africa since
1994. He is the 1999-2000 of the
Lavoisier Scholarship (French Ministry
of Foreign Affairs) for research on land
tenure regularisation and local
development in peri-urban settlements
of former homeland areas. While
seconded to the Land & Housing Centre
(University of Pretoria), he co-ordinated
action research on land reform and local
economic development. More recently
with his colleagues from CRIAA
Southern Africa he developed a local
economic model based on the marula
resource for the Bushbuckridge region.
He also serves as a catalyst and
technical advisor for the Kliptown Our
Town Trust, a people driven urban
renewal project in the Home of the



Mercia Waring (Wilsworth)
became an anthropologistin STRATEGIES Fon SURVIVAL

mid-life after a successful Frasgcending th* Culire
: . of Poverty in 4 Black

careeras a Jo urnalist and otk African Township

editor. She obtained her MA T e

cum laude from Rhodes
University, in 1980 published
unamended as “Strategies for

Fpamirdte e

Survival: Transcending the = ;

Culture of Povertyina Black M’ﬂ'ﬂf ’ma es
Township”. Based in Pretoria Q)

since 1998, her researchon “‘ o

land reform, livelihoods and
local economic development
Is currently being
incorporated ina Ph.D at
Pretoria University. She has
operated as an applied
anthropologist since 1980,
designing and piloting various
economic development
initiatives in Grahamstown,
Cape Town and Pretoria.



CRIAA SA-DC & I15P network of resource people,
research assistants and fieldworkers

L
Sam Ntobong Clr Gary Nyu n-du Schg\(/)?::ad
(Jericho) (Modderspruit) (Western
Cape)
Thabang Khanye Girlie Njoni Clr Y, B
(Soweto) (Buchbuckridge) Mahlangy

Kathy Moratho (Ga-Moeka) Mannetjie Bolo

Kliptown) Mari i
: etwa (Jane Furse) (Klip arla Mopelong, Senior
Patnck Mt Offi_cer, Mark eting
Michael Hlokota Whiﬁ'k,hona Mankayi Pivision, Pta Univ.
€iseq qQ .
(Mokgalakweng nd Pretoriq) Thulani M Okoenfa{
: : ; d film
. etshe Gene Duiker (CEOQO, Script writer an
Andile KI‘V‘\i nd Kliptown Our Town maker
(CradOC a Trust)
K\iptOWﬂ) Brancely Shilote Lang

Claims expert



Research Contracts 1992001

quality of life district study
conducted in the Eastern Region of
the NorthWest province, 1998
1999 (LAPC / DANIDA)

Land Lives expo and
workshops on land reform and
SMME development: fieldwork
research conducted in 50 land
reform projects nationwide
and creation of a data base,
1999 (Department of Land
Affairs)




International land reform
experiences in
Implementation of projects
and transfer of funds to
benefeciaries , 1999
(Department of Land
Affairs)

. Evaluation of three in situ upgrading

projects (Resorption de I’'Habitat
Insalubre) in Reunion Island — Grande
Fontaine, Terre Sainte and Riviere des
Galets, 1999 (Public Works and
Housing Department of Reunion,

DDE)




5. “6o Local Grow Local”, a
capacity-building exhibition
to promote local economic
development to youth and
matriculants, 2000 (CSIR)

7. Study of the potential for the
development of marulaproducts in
the Bushbuckridge area and trial
marula kernel project “Access and
Control of Marula, Intake,
Decortication and Selling”, 2000
(DANCED-DWAF Community
Forestry Project)

6. “The Hemp Story”, a workshop
exhibition for pilot hemp and
hemp product development
projects in Eastern Cape
displayed at the House of
Assembly (Cape Town) to
motivate changes in legislation, |
2000 (CSIR)




10.

Building diagnosis of old houses, oral
history project, household survey In
Kliptown , 2000 — 2001

Feasibility Study for a programme funded by
the European Union to support local economic
development activities in the Northern
Province, 2001 (European Delegation,
Pretoria)

Evaluation of skills training and

microenterprise development programmes in
rural areas of the Western and Eastern

Cape, 2001 (CCFD and SIDI)



Rural stereotypes ...
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... Rural Realities
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Rural Housing

The already extensive and constantly escalating self-started self-funded
homebuilding and housing upgrades among a population generally thought of
as helpless hopeless poorest of the poor have been highlighted by the
Innovative Scientific Perspectives team since 1998.

It speaks of

Post 1994 de facto tenure security

Significant transfer of house construction technology

Grassroots prioritizing of decent, attractive and appropriately sized homes
Ability to self-source financial resources for residential upgrading
Therefore refutation of widespread and worsening acute poverty
Grassroots buy-in to mainstream housing norms

Yet, financial and psychological commitment to continued rural residence

Major implications for regional development and planning as well as local
economic development

People-power positioned way ahead of planners and policy-makers




Stockpiling of bricks and building materials
and modern house construction are a
feature even of ‘deep rural’ habitats ...

T -y

~ revealing the widespread =
involvement in functional
urbanism with respect to
livelihoods and lifestyles as well
as aspirations.



Quantitative research; ' yrocess)
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This is not a group thing. Neighbours do not
come together to help build. Individual
households drive the process entirely, and
diversity is the hallmark. Architectural variety
together with positioning large and small homes
on site according to choice breaks the original
Soweto as well as the RDP mould

... makinga &
significant and §
positive '
contribution to
residential
quality of life
and loudly
proclaiming
individualism.




Commuterism
rather than
Migrancy

Substantial bricks and mortar investments in
such areas arise out of 'best value' house-
building realities.

Sound economic ‘value for money’ choices to live
in these localities rather than migrating to
urban workplaces are also influenced by cheap
fast taxi transport servicing even deep rural
settlements, as well as better community
quality of life available to families.



Implications

» Property and bricks-and-mortar investments a
sounder provident fund than ownership of
cattle

* Need to incorporate and harness the “poor’s
hidden strengths and assets” (*)

 |n conjunction with legally acceptable property
ownership, could provide an important bridge
to further upward mobility and economic
empowerment

(*) Hernando de Soto: “ The Mystery of Capital "




SIGNIFICANT ‘RURAL" FIELDWORK FINDINGS ...

OF URGENT NEED TO UNBUNDLE SERIOUSLY DEFECTIVE,
MISLEADING RECEIVED WISDOMS

e about the country’s “obscure and dusty spotsdder Asma)
and their inhabitants

e about South Africa’s two nations, one urban and one-non
urban / rural

a myth which freezes more than half the population in a past
reality. New demarcations unbundling this paradigm are

LONG OVERDUE but will probably not go far

enough about poverty and deprived guality of life being
greatest in ‘rural’ areas



Urban regeneration and
neighbourhood renewal:
Kliptown

Many residents want a reborn
Kliptown: a vibrant African town
resurrected via self-started
improvements. This community-

driven impetus for regeneration is s
combining with the Johannesburg S
Unicity Kliptown redevelopment ey 1 g
project. Kliptown may have a better Rt

future.



From Neglect to Respect

Kliptown , the village famous for its link with the Freedom Chatrter, is
taking its destiny into its own hands. Self -started initiatives to breathe
new life into this neglected and run  -down community commenced in
1998 when concerned residents started collecting betterment idea S,
oral histories, personal experiences of the 1955 Congress as wel | as
artefacts - household and family items  — from community members.
Combined with old and recent photographs of Kliptown 's people and
places, this collection produced the colourful , fascinating and growing
exhibition: “Kliptown our town ”.



This exhibition was the first
building block in
community-driven
initiatives to make Kljptown
a better and happier place
to live in through self-
started improvements and
development. CRIAA
Kickstarted funding for
initial research and
exhibition materials.




By Ruphin Coudyzer (1974)













San Souci Cinema (1974)
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In June 2001 Kliptown Our Town Trust (KOTT) was
established to drive development initiatives. These
include adapting the exhibition for publication as a
coffee-table book and documentary film, extending
oral history research, conducting a household
survey (completed), rehabilitating the Klipspruit
river to become the picnic spot loved by old
residents, reviving San Souci Cinema, a famous
landmark which attracted many patrons from
Soweto and even further afield ...



The community wants to restore old Kliptown rather than
entirely rebuild it. They do not want to lose Kliptown’'s unique
character which has survived despite official neglect. KOTT is
therefore designing alternative layout planning proposals for

the south of Kliptown to be combined with a technical
evaluation of potentially upgradable old houses.

A new approach for urbgn
renewal that would combine

e | technical, social, economical
i y” TS and environmental aspects




| ocal Economic &
SMME Development



policies and programmes structured

around “ poverty alleviation” offer a
f generic products —

qvailable 10 the

d through Irene
nisation! )

(The same package
mentally challenge
Homes Orga



Their income-generating
capacity 1S
negligible and
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CRIAA SA-DC (South Africa) & Innovative Scientific
Perspectives designs alternative development models
such as

* Village hospitality project

African Elegance
e Mirror Images

e Rand a Read Media Room
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 Waterberg / Bakenberg eco-cultural -
heritage tourism -




Nothing stands still. Change offering windows of
opportunity for South Africa’s transformation and
development is w

CRTAA SA-DC (South Africa)

IS all about
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PO Box 140, Auckland Park, 2006
31 Murray Street, Brooklyn, Pretoria, 0181
Tel: (011) 478 1883 — Cell: 083 760 6246
Tel: (012) 460 8456 — Cell: 082 689 2196
Email: Criaajhb@wn.apc.org
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